Introduced by Council Member Crescimbeni and Co-sponsored by Council Member Schellenberg, Hazouri, White, Anderson, Boyer, Gulliford, Pittman, R. Gaffney, Newby, Becton and Morgan:
RESOLUTION 2019-223
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING OFFICER “JOHN DOE” AS THE JACKSONVILLE SHERIFF’S OFFICE’S POLICE OFFICER OF THE YEAR FOR 2019; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, in October of 2017, Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office patrol officers learned that a person in Jacksonville was rumored to be planning a mass shooting at the Jacksonville Islamic Center of Northeast Florida mosque and its attached school where more than 220 children are enrolled; and


WHEREAS, the JSO determined that judging the suspect’s credibility would be crucial to stopping the plot and ultimately prosecuting a case and gaining a conviction in court; Officer “John Doe” volunteered to go undercover, befriend the suspect and verify that person’s intentions; and


WHEREAS, after successfully gaining the suspect’s confidence, that person asked Officer “John Doe” to help broker a deal to illegally purchase a suppressor for their rifle, which the officer did via staged transaction that led to the suspect’s arrest; and

WHEREAS, law enforcement officers ultimately located and seized multiple firearms and several thousand rounds of ammunition from the suspect’s home, preventing a potential tragedy in our city; and

WHEREAS, the suspect was tried in federal court and Officer “John Doe” provided more than 10 hours of testimony that ultimately led to the suspect’s conviction, with the jury deliberating for less than an hour because of the complete and compelling testimony provided by the officer; and

WHEREAS, although the JSO cannot reveal the officer’s identity because of the need to maintain confidentiality and protect both its sources and the officer’s personal safety, Officer “John Doe” exemplified the best the department has to offer by volunteering for this extremely dangerous assignment and seeing it through to completion, and has earned the admiration and thanks of the entire community; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors and commends Jacksonville Sheriff’s Officer “John Doe” on being named the JSO’s Police Officer of the Year for 2019 and thanks him for his initiative, bravery, and cool, professional performance under pressure. The community is grateful for the men and women of the Sheriff’s Office who selflessly risk so much every day to protect the safety and order of our city.
Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Paige H. Johnston_
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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